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which, however, is artificial, he evades responsibility, is
craving in his demands, and profuse in expenditure. Fox
has advised his transfer to the Mississippi, and that Porter
should take Dahlgren's command. But this change does
not suit me nor would it gratify either of those admirals.
A second suggestion from Fox is that Porter should have
command of a flying squadron for the defense of the coast
and the West Indies which it is proposed to raise. This
strikes me more favorably, provided he is to leave the Mis-
sissippi.

August 31, Wednesday. The complaints in regard to re-
cruiting are severe and prolonged. They come in numbers.
It seems to be taken for granted that we can open a ren-
dezvous in every county. I have no doubt that the ren-
dezvous are overcrowded and that abuses are practiced in
consequence. The impending draft for the army indirectly
benefits the Navy, or induces persons to enter it. Their
doing so relieves them and their localities from the draft.
Hence the crowd and competition. Then come in the
enormous bounties from the State and municipal authori-
ties over which naval officers have no control, and which
lead to bounty-jumping and corruption.

Admiral Porter came by order. Says he prefers remain-
ing in his present command. In a long interview our inter-
change of opinion concerning men and naval matters was
on the whole satisfactory.

General McClellan was to-day nominated as the candi-
date of the so-called Democratic party. It has for some
days been evident that it was a foregone conclusion and the
best and only nomination the opposition could make. The
preliminary arrangements have been made with tact and
skill, and there will probably be liberality, judgment, and
sense exhibited in launching and supporting the nominee,
which it would become the Union men to imitate. That
factious, narrow, faultfinding illiberality of radicals in
Congress which has disgraced the press ostensibly of the